
  
 

 

23rd Annual Research Matters Conference 
A Conference of the State Academic Centers 

Supported by the Maryland Cigarette Restitution Fund 

 
                                                                      May 15, 2025 

University of Maryland, Baltimore 
HSFII Auditorium, 1st Floor 

20 Penn Street, Baltimore, MD 21201 
 

10:30-10:45am Morning Coffee   

10:45-11:00am  WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

Bill Nelson, MD, DSc   (mfounta3@jhmi.edu) 

Professor of Oncology, Johns Hopkins (JH) School of Medicine (SOM) 

Director, Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center at JH 

Taofeek K. Owonikoko, MD, PhD   (areinhard@som.umaryland.edu) 

Professor of Medicine, University of Maryland (UM) SOM 

Director, Marlene and Stewart Greenebaum Comprehensive Cancer Center (UMGCCC) 

11:00-12:15pm PANEL: Lung  

Niharika Khanna, MBBS, MD, DGO (NKhanna@som.umaryland.edu) 

Professor, Family and Community Medicine, UMSOM 

Chief, Section on Population Health  

Director, Maryland Learning Collaborative 

Dina George Lansey, MSN (Georgdi@jhmi.edu) 

Assistant Professor of Oncology, JH SOM 

Assistant Director for Diversity and Inclusion in Clinical Research, Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer 

Center 

Associate Deputy Director, Community Outreach and Engagement, Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive 

Cancer Center 

Joseph C Murray, MD, PhD (joseph.murray@jhmi.edu) 

Assistant Professor of Oncology, JH SOM 

Co-Director, Lung Cancer Precision Medicine Center of Excellence 

Director, UAD Immunotherapy Database 

Ashutosh (Ash) Sachdeva, MBBS, MBA, FCCP (asachdeva@som.umaryland.edu) 

mailto:joseph.murray@jhmi.edu


Associate Professor of Medicine, UMSOM 

Director of the Interventional Pulmonology Fellowship Program 

Director of the Interventional Pulmonology Program 

12:15-12:45pm LUNCH 

12:45 -1:30pm KEYNOTE:   

Paul Bunn, MD (BRIANNA.ULVEN@CUANSCHUTZ.EDU) 

James Dudley Chair in Cancer Research  

Distinguished Professor, Medicine-Medical Oncology 

University of Colorado, Anschutz Medical Campus 

1:30-2:45pm PANEL: Melanoma 

Ashani Weeraratna, PhD   (aweerar1@jhu.edu) 

Bloomberg Distinguished Professor 

E.V. McCollum Professor and Chair of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, JHSOM 

Professor, Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 

Janis Taube, MD (jtaube1@jhmi.edu) 

Professor of Dermatology 

Director, Division of Dermatopathology 

Co-Director Tumor Microenvironment Laboratory, Bloomberg Kimmel Institute for Cancer 

Immunotherapy 

Min Yu, PhD (Min.Yu@som.umaryland.edu) 

Associate Professor, Pharmacology and Physiology 

Co-leader of the Hormone Response Cancer (HRC) research program, UMSOM 

Stuart Martin, PhD  (SSMartin@som.umaryland.edu) 

Drs. Angela and Harry Brodie Professor of Translational Cancer Research 

Deputy Director & Associate Director of Basic Research at the Marlene & Stewart Greenebaum 

Comprehensive Cancer Center (UMSOM) 

Interim Chair, Department of Pharmacology, Physiology & Drug Development (P2D2), 

2:45-3:00pm WRAP-UP  Taofeek Owonikoko, MD and Bill Nelson, MD, DSc   
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